


Together with its partners, UNITAR is supporting 
mercury activities in 46 countries.



OBJECTIVE
To accelerate ratification and to facilitate early implementation of the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury.

LEGAL PREPARATIONS:
Consultations among stakeholders
Assessment of existing legal/instruments
Identification of gaps, needs and steps towards ratification

SETTING PRIORITIES:
Identification of key sectors and priority areas of action
Development of intervention strategies

SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES:
Sharing of experiences and lessons learned

With financial support of Switzerland
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KEY OUTPUTS

- Inventories and national mercury profiles

- Legal, institutional and policy assessments

- Priorities for action

- Awareness-raising

- Capacity-building on all above

LESSONS LEARNED:

- Common priorities: waste, contaminated sites, products, ASGM

- Legal frameworks lack specific legislation on mercury 

- General public, decision makers, private sector not yet sensitized 



UNITAR is working on 10 MIAs for UNIDO and 6 MIAs for UNDP.
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UNITAR is supporting an additional 15 countries who are 
developing their MIAs with UN Environment.
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The support is focused on the 
development of high quality 
mercury inventories, via:

- Face to face training

- Online courses

- Clinics

- Webinars

- Reviews
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UNITAR is executing projects for UN Environment in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone and Eritrea to develop their MIAs and 
NAPs.

OBJECTIVE 
Develop strategies to reduce and, if possible, eliminate the use of 
mercury in ASGM in accordance with Article 7of the Convention.

Credit: Agence Congolaise de l’Environnement



UNITAR is developing an
electronic tool for ASGM
field data collection and
management, in order to
make data collection easier
and to reduce interpretation
issues and human error. The
development is funded by
UN Environment.



-An average of 10 

miners per mining 

shaft 

-6 mining shafts on the 

site

An average of 4 miners 

per pit - 20 pits on the 

site





Local organization and power dynamics

Gold and mercury trade 

Local development

Formalization

Mercury use

The role of women

The role of children

Access to basic and health services



MercuryLearn provides 
interactive modules assisting 
users in learning to develop 
mercury inventories

http://mercurylearn.unitar.org/

UN Environment -UNITAR Mercury 
Platform
- Mercury-related activities
- Awareness-raising materials
- Forum 

http://mercury.unitar.org/site/home

http://mercurylearn.unitar.org/
http://mercury.unitar.org/site/home


OBJECTIVE
To develop joint chemicals and waste related e-Learning 
courses and a web portal, specifically on the BRS and 
Minamata Conventions, to assist countries in the ratification 
and implementation in a coordinated and efficient manner.
In collaboration with the Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm and 
Minamata Convention secretariats.



APPROACH

An interactive, 
visually appealing, 
and easy-to-use 
online experience

Release Date

May 2017

http://chemicalsandwaste.org/

Swiss funded

http://chemicalsandwaste.org/



