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The GHS workshop for Arab countries was the fifth in a series of regional 
and sub-regional GHS workshops which are co-ordinated and supported 
through the UNITAR/ILO Global GHS Capacity Building Programme, 
subject to availability of extra-budgetary resources. The event was also a 
contribution to the WSSD Global Partnership for Capacity Building to 
Implement the GHS which was initiated at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in 2002. 
 
Special thanks are extended to the Egyptian Environmental Affairs 
Agency (EEAA) and the Government of Switzerland for their financial 
contributions to the workshop. The first regional workshop was held for 
the countries of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
region in September 2003, the second for the countries of Mercosur and 
the Andean Community in November 2004, the third for the ASEAN 
region in October 2005, and the fourth for Central and Eastern Europe in 
October 2006. Countries and organizations interested in supporting GHS 
workshops in other regions are encouraged the contact UNITAR at the 
address below. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication and GHS Implementation for 
Arab Countries took place 30 October – 2 November 2006 in Alexandria, Egypt. The 
workshop brought together 58 representatives from 19 countries of the Arab region, as well 
as representatives of international organizations, business and industry, public interest groups 
and labour unions.1 The event represents the fifth in a series of regional and sub-regional 
GHS workshops that are coordinated and supported through the UNITAR/ILO Global GHS 
Capacity Building Programme.2 It also contributed to the WSSD Global Partnership for 
Capacity Building to Implement the GHS, which was initiated at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in 2002. The workshop was organized through the collaboration of 
the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency, UNITAR and ILO, with financial support from 
the Government of Switzerland. 
 
Dr. Burkhard Wagner of UNITAR, Dr. Fatma El Malah of the League of Arab States, Dr. 
Salah Soliman of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, HE Adel Labib, Governor of Alexandria gave 
welcoming remarks for the workshop. The event was then opened by HE Maged George 
Elias Ghattas, Egyptian Minister of State for Environmental Affairs. Dr. Ismail Seragelden, 
Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina also gave an opening presentation on sustainability 
which provided a global context for the event. During the four days, participants exchanged 
country experiences, examined existing regional structures relevant to GHS implementation, 
discussed challenges and opportunities regarding GHS implementation at the regional and 
national levels, and developed practical recommendations for GHS implementation for the 
three main groups affected by the GHS (government, business and industry, and public 
interest and labour organizations) and the four main sectors affected by the GHS (industrial 
workplaces, agriculture, transport, and consumer product chemicals).  
 
Challenges and Opportunities of GHS Implementation in Arab Countries 
 
While noting that existing awareness and capacities for GHS implementation is low in many 
countries in the region, participants at the workshop identified relevant existing legal and 
administrative infrastructure in most countries. In planning for GHS implementation in the 
Arab region, participants recommended the establishment of a regional working group, if 
possible in coordination with the League of Arab States. Participants recommended that any 
existing systems within the sectors in each country be adapted to conform to the GHS and 
stressed the need to ensure consistency across the region.  
 
Workshop participants also supported implementation of the GHS at the national level in 
Arab countries. Participants recognised the importance of involving a range of government 
ministries, as well as other interested groups and stakeholders, in planning and executing 
national implementation of the GHS. They identified reduced risks to public health and 
environment, and the need for the harmonization of existing systems as key drivers for 
implementation of the system. In terms of benefits, participants anticipated that the GHS 
                                                           
1 Countries represented were: Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emarites, Union des Comoros and 
Yemen. 
2 The first UNITAR/ILO Subregional GHS workshop was held for countries of SADC (Southern African 
Development Community) in September 2003 and the second for countries of Mercosur and the Andean 
Community in November-December 2004, the third for ASEAN countries in October 2005 and the fourth for 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe in October 2006. 
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would serve to reduce costs, increase access to accurate information, and improve market 
access and the competitiveness of companies. At the regional level, participants specifically 
highlighted simplified customs procedures and improved control of illegal traffic as potential 
benefits of GHS implementation. Multiple languages, a lack of information, weak or 
conflicting institutional frameworks and low technical capacity were identified as obstacles to 
implementation at both the national and regional levels.  
 
Participants concluded that the workshop provided a valuable opportunity to reflect on 
experiences, discuss key issues and suggest concrete next steps in the area of chemical hazard 
communication and GHS implementation. Workshop participants agreed that a mechanism 
should be established to follow-up with the workshop recommendations. 
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1. Introduction 
  
 An important aspect of protecting human health and the environment 

from potentially toxic chemicals is the development of national systems 
that ensure that chemicals are properly classified and labelled and that 
safety data sheets are made available, in particular in the workplace. 
These communication tools provide workers, consumers and the public 
with important information about the hazards of chemicals (hazard 
communication) and thus help to trigger precautionary protective 
behaviour. For this to be effective, messages must be comprehensible 
and accompanied by appropriate supporting measures. The Globally 
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
(GHS) is an internationally-agreed tool for chemical classification and 
hazard communication. 
 
As part of the UNITAR/ILO series of regional and subregional GHS 
workshops, representatives from Arab countries met in Alexandria, 
Egypt, 30 October – 2 November 2006, to discuss their experiences 
with chemical hazard communication and consider concrete measures 
related to GHS implementation in the region.  
 
The workshop was executed by the Egyptian Environmental Affairs 
Agency and UNITAR in the context of the UNITAR/ILO Global GHS 
Capacity Building Programme with financial support from the 
Government of Switzerland.  

  
1.1 The GHS: An Important Tool for Protecting Human Health and the Environment 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GHS provides a comprehensive and universal tool for chemical 
classification and hazard communication, and countries around the 
world are taking an interest in developing national strategies for 
implementing the GHS and building capacities for effective chemical 
hazard communication. Responsibility for the maintenance, updating 
and promotion of the system, adopted in 2002, rests with the UN 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Subcommittee of Experts on 
the GHS (SCEGHS).3 
 
Countries can draw upon the GHS to develop national chemical hazard 
communication systems where those infrastructures are weak or 
lacking, and will need to align existing regulations and procedures with 
the provisions of GHS. Additionally, implementation of the GHS may 
require strengthening, updating or establishing appropriate national 
legislation. The GHS is also compatible with other international 
instruments such as the ILO Chemicals Convention 170, Rotterdam, 
Basel and Stockholm Conventions, as well as the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management (SAICM). Global implementation 
of the non-binding GHS will be undertaken through a strategic yet 
flexible approach in Member States, through collaboration between 

                                                           
3 The UNSCEGHS website can be found at: http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs_welcome_e.html. 
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government and other interested and affected parties such as business 
and industry and non-profit civil society, including labour, consumer 
and public interest groups across the agricultural, industrial production, 
transport and consumer sectors.4 The GHS therefore represents an 
important step in harmonizing national chemical hazard communication 
systems worldwide and has a great potential to improve chemical safety 
across all relevant sectors. 
 
Specifically, the System is expected to: 
 

• enhance the protection of people and the environment; 
• provide a recognised framework for those countries without an 

existing system; 
• reduce the need for duplicative testing and evaluation of chemicals; 

and 
• facilitate international trade in chemicals whose hazards have been 

properly assessed and identified on an international basis. 
 
International Aspects 
 
According to the report of the IFCS Forum III meeting held in October 
2000 in Brazil, the GHS will become a practical and coherent global 
standard for chemical hazard communication in the workplace, for 
those involved in work-related activities, for the transportation system, 
and for consumers. Forum III specifically recommended that “all 
countries, subject to their capacities and capabilities, should take 
account of the development of the GHS in any proposed changes to 
existing systems for classification and labelling, and in the 
implementation and enforcement of their chemicals legislation”. The 
IFCS also recommended that guidance and other tools necessary for the 
implementation of the GHS be made available by 2003 and that all 
countries should implement the GHS as soon as possible with a view to 
have the system fully operational by 2008, a target endorsed at the 2002 
WSSD held in Johannesburg, South Africa (WSSD Plan of 
Implementation, paragraph 23(c), A/CONF.199/20). 
 
IFCS Forum IV in Bangkok, Thailand, in November 2003, adopted a 
GHS Action Plan – based on the workplan of the UNITAR/ILO/OECD 
WSSD Global Partnership for Capacity Building to Implement the GHS 
– that encouraged, inter alia, “at least two regional GHS workshops 
held and implementation strategies prepared by the end of 2005, taking 
into consideration regional economic integration arrangements”. 
 
Additionally, the importance of implementing the GHS is recognised in 
the Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS) of SAICM – GHS 
implementation is identified under the overall objective of “knowledge 
and information”: (h) To promote implementation of the common 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
4 Use of the terms “multistakeholder” and “multisectoral” in subsequent sections of this report denote inclusion 
of the above mentioned stakeholders and sectors. 
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definitions and criteria contained in the Globally Harmonized System 
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals. 
 
GHS is also included as a SAICM work area in the Global Plan of 
Action, including 8 distinct activities. In particular, SAICM GPA 
activity #250 states “Make available sufficient financial and technical 
resources to support national and regional GHS capacity-building 
projects in developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition.” Participants at ICCM stressed importance of training and 
capacity building for implementing the GHS as part of SAICM, 
indicating further international recognition of the importance of 
countries and regions moving forward to include the GHS capacity 
building and implementation into overall chemicals management 
strategies and national SAICM implementation programmes.  
 
The GHS is an important tool that can contribute to achieving 
sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and facilitates the implementation of multilateral 
environmental agreements (MEAs). 
 
Challenges for Capacity Building in Developing Countries 
 
One of the key factors that will ultimately determine the success of the 
GHS worldwide is the extent to which countries both recognise the 
potential benefits of chemical hazard communication and develop 
capacities to establish the necessary infrastructures to implement and 
operate the system. Developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition face particular challenges with regard to trying to limit and 
reduce the negative effects of chemical use in various sectors through 
appropriate hazard communication. Frequent mis-labelling of 
chemicals, a lack of understanding of labels on chemicals in use, and 
infrequent training in chemical safety are only some of the challenges 
specifically faced by countries with limited or non-existent national 
hazard communication infrastructures. 
 
Widespread adoption of the GHS and effective chemical hazard 
communication is therefore only likely to occur if countries 
demonstrate a strong commitment to its implementation and if adequate 
support and technical assistance is made available to countries needing 
to build appropriate legal and technical infrastructures. Suitable training 
and education will be required to ensure the proper use of GHS tools in 
different national contexts. This will be of particular importance to 
those developing countries and countries with economies in transition 
that did not directly take part in the technical work of harmonization. 
Moreover, lessons learned from ongoing GHS pilot projects indicate the 
practical value of GHS capacity building activities for chemical safety 
at all levels. To date, 83 countries have already indicated to UNITAR 
their interest in participating in a GHS capacity development project. 
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1.2 Workshop Objectives 
  
 The main goal of the workshop was to bring together key 

representatives from government, business and industry, and public 
interest and labour to discuss GHS implementation and capacity needs 
in the four GHS-relevant sectors of industrial workplaces, agriculture, 
transport and consumer products.  
 
Based on recent surveys conducted by UNITAR/ILO and OECD, there 
is strong interest in the Arab region for support for GHS capacity 
building to assist with implementation. At least ten countries within the 
region have requested support from UNITAR/ILO and a number of 
these countries have also indicated that implementation of other 
international chemicals agreements would be facilitated by the 
implementation of the GHS, such as the Stockholm, Rotterdam, Basel 
and ILO 170 Conventions. As such, the workshop focused on national 
GHS implementation among Arab countries, the elements of a possible 
regional GHS implementation strategy and GHS implementation in the 
context of other international chemicals management efforts. 
 
Specific objectives of the workshop included, inter alia, to: 

 

• take stock of the status of GHS implementation among Arab 
countries; 

• initiate development of national GHS implementation strategies;  
• examine existing regional institutions and initiatives relevant for 

GHS implementation; 
• initiate development of a regional GHS capacity assessment and 

implementation strategy; and 
• identify the role and initiate development of action plans for 

business and industry, and public interest and labour organisations 
to contribute to regional GHS implementation. 

 
1.3 Opening Statements 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Burkhard Wagner, Senior Special Fellow of UNITAR, make 
opening remarks on behalf of Dr. Marcel Boisard, Executive Director 
of UNITAR and Mr. Achim Halpaap, UNITAR Principle Coordinator. 
He reviewed for the participants that UNITAR and ILO were 
designated the focal point for capacity building for implementation of 
GHS within the UN Subcommittee of Experts on GHS. He stressed that 
the GHS represents both a “success story” of Agenda 21 and a “win-
win” scenario that, if properly implemented, will improve the protection 
of human health and the environment and will facilitate trade in 
chemicals. He reiterated that effective implementation of the GHS 
requires actions on the part of government, business and industry, and 
public interest and labour organizations in the sectors of industrial 
workplaces, agriculture, transport and consumer products. He stressed 
that a key outcome of this workshop would be the development of 



Introduction 

Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication and GHS Implementation for Arab Countries 
Final Report 

5 

5

recommendations and suggestions for concrete follow-up activities 
towards a harmonized regional implementation of the GHS by 2008. In 
conclusion, he thanked the Government of Switzerland for the support 
of this workshop and the Egyptian partners for their hard work in 
preparing for this event, in particular the Egyptian Environmental 
Affairs Agency (EEAA). 
 
Dr. Salah Soliman, Professor of Pesticide Chemistry and Toxicology, 
and Special Advisor of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, welcomed the 
participants on behalf of the Bibliotheca. He noted the importance of 
chemicals management in the Arab region and stated that the GHS can 
help protect the environment of the region. 
 
Dr. Fatmah El Malah, Director of the Department of Environment, 
Housing and Sustainable Development of the Arab League, conveyed 
the greetings of Mr. Amr Mussa, the Secretary-General of the Arab 
League. She reminded the audience of the Arab Summit where it was 
agreed to cooperate on environmental matters. She said that the Arab 
League is interested to initiate work on GHS and thereby follow up its 
activities on international co-operation concerning the international 
conventions (Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm). The Arab Council of 
Ministers has two Committees dealing with the sound management of 
chemicals and will have a planning workshop soon. 
 
The Governor of Alexandria, H.E. Mr. Adel Labib, also welcomed the 
participants to his city and reminded the audience that Alexandria was 
founded by Alexander the Great in the year 322 BC. Alexandria has an 
important harbour and hosts 40 percent of national industries and 60 
percent of the petrochemical industry in Egypt. He indicated his interest 
to see the GHS being implemented in this highly industrial area.  
 
HE Maged George Elias Ghattas, Egyptian Minister of State for 
Environmental Affairs, opened the workshop by welcoming the 
participants of the Arab countries and expressed his gratitude to 
UNITAR/ILO and the Government of Switzerland for funding this 
workshop. He referred to the mandate of the GHS that dates back to 
Agenda 21 Chapter 19 in 1992. Chemicals are widely used but at 
present information on their hazards is lacking. Global chemical 
production is increasing, but chemicals are not limited to national 
boundaries but move in international trade. Therefore, cooperation is 
needed internationally for their safe use and to prevent illegal traffic. 
Environmentally sound management of chemicals contributes to 
sustainability. The WSSD recommended having the GHS implemented 
by the year 2008. This goal can be achieved if all sectors of society, 
governments, industry and the civil society, work together in 
implementing the GHS. This workshop should explore Arab expertise, 
stimulate the partnership of the ministries concerned, develop national 
strategies, explore regional activities, identify the roles of workers, 
industry and NGOs and agree on concrete measures. 
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Finally, Dr. Ismail Serageldin of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina provided 
an overview of sustainability and environmental issues around the 
world. He covered issues regarding sustainable development spanning 
from water and sanitation to women in education. The presentation 
provided participants with a “big picture” of the importance of their 
work in relation to overall global health and environmental 
management.  
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2. International Initiatives and Programmes for GHS Development, Implementation 

and Capacity Building  
  
 This section of the report provides more detail on the GHS and its role 

in national chemicals management, as well as UNITAR activities and 
methodologies to facilitate development of National GHS 
Implementation Strategies.5 

  
2.1 Overview of the GHS 
  
 Dr. Burkhard Wagner (UNITAR) presented the GHS to workshop 

participants, beginning with its history, scope, and application. He 
described the structure of related international bodies dealing with the 
GHS. He reviewed the principles and benefits of harmonization and 
highlighted classification criteria and hazard communication, including 
labelling and safety data sheets. Classification criteria include physical, 
health and environmental hazards. He introduced GHS terminology and 
its structure, presented the life cycle concept, and explored the 
responsibilities of the different actors in the supply chain. He 
introduced the “building block” approach, which allows countries to 
implement the GHS according to their particular needs in the different 
sectors, particularly transport, agriculture, emergency response, and 
workers’ and consumers’ protection. He also provided information on 
the international target date of the year 2008 for national 
implementation of the GHS as recommended by the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development.  

    
2.2 Overview of the UNITAR/ILO Global GHS Capacity Building Programme   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Cheryl Chang (UNITAR) provided an overview of the GHS in the 
context of international chemicals management, including the relation 
and relevance of the GHS to international chemicals agreements such as 
Rotterdam, Stockholm and Basel Conventions, and the recently agreed 
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). 
She provided information on the UNITAR/ILO Global GHS Capacity 
Building Programme, including its context in the UN system and an 
overview of the global activities of the programme, information on past 
regional activities, such as regional workshops and outcomes thus far, 
and necessary considerations in developing a regional approach to GHS 
implementation. She described country level activities including GHS 
awareness raising workshops, national situation/gap analyses, and 
development of national GHS implementation strategies, and outlined 
the stages of the GHS pilot projects, noting that they are designed to 
assist countries in developing and implementing chemical hazard 
communication systems that contribute to the legal and institutional 
measures needed to implement the GHS. She highlighted the ongoing 
development of awareness raising, guidance and training materials, as 

                                                           
5 Statements and presentations made during the week can be accessed on the workshop website at 
http://www.unitar.org/cwg/ghs/ghs10-2.html. 
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well as supporting activities and services. Ms. Chang also described the 
WSSD Global Partnership for Capacity Building to Implement the 
GHS, initiated by UNITAR, ILO and OECD in 2002. The goal of the 
Partnership is to mobilize support and catalyze partnerships for concrete 
activities at the global, regional and national levels to strengthen 
capacities in developing countries and countries in transition towards 
effective implementation of the GHS for industrial chemicals, 
agricultural chemicals, chemicals in transport and consumer product 
chemicals.6  

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
6 More information about the Partnership can be found at <www.unitar.org/cwm/ghs_partnership/index.htm.> 
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3. Challenges and Opportunities of GHS Implementation in Arab Countries 
  
3.1 Status of National GHS Implementation in Arab Countries 
  
 Participants from each participating Arab country were given the 

opportunity to present and discuss the status of GHS implementation at 
the national level, including achievements made to date, challenges 
encountered, and identified needs for capacity building and technical 
support.  
 

 Status of GHS Implementation in Egypt 
 
Egypt is actively engaged in efforts toward the sound management of 
chemicals, including efforts to reduce POPs and ozone depleting 
substances, as well as a number of activities related to climate change. 
This includes legislation and a coordination mechanism between the 
ministries concerned. Egypt has developed a National Implementation 
Plan (NIP) to strengthen national capacity and enhance knowledge and 
understanding amongst decision makers, managers, the industry, 
agriculture and the public at large on POPs so that Egypt will be 
prepared and able to meet its obligations under the Stockholm 
Convention. Also, the EEAA has established a National Hazardous 
Substances Information and Management System that provides basic 
guidelines and information to ensure safe handling of hazardous 
substances and includes all hazardous substances imported and locally 
produced. It enables coordination within the competent ministries and 
authorities in implementing the management system for hazardous 
substances via a database and a unified permitting form. This system 
includes databases containing 1,817 chemicals, an information network 
connected with six line ministries, a unified permitting form to 
eliminate the duplication of some hazardous substances in different 
lists, awareness raising for the staff and ministries' representatives, a 
hazardous substances website to raise public awareness for all the 
stakeholders, a CD-ROM containing a chemical database, and a 
classification service for hazardous substances. GHS implementation is 
being discussed in the context of a possible national chemicals 
management strategy. 

 
 Experiences of Other Countries 

 
Algeria has legislation for imports and classification and labelling of 
chemicals. In cases where chemicals are imported, they must be 
licensed and approved by the government. Additionally, there are 
currently very strict laws for storage of chemicals. 
 
Bahrain is preparing a list of chemicals that are banned and allowed in 
the country. There is currently a chemical labelling standard that 
outlines the information to be collected on products including 
composition, use, company address and environmental management 
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issues. Bahrain is part of a Gulf States harmonized customs system. 
 
Djibouti has ratified the Stockholm, Rotterdam and Basel conventions. 
The issue of chemicals transport is especially challenging as it has a 
high volume of chemical traffic relative to the size of the country, due 
to its active port and the demand from neighbouring countries. While it 
serves as a transit country for chemicals, it lacks human resources for 
monitoring and controlling the flow of chemicals. Djibouti intends to 
implement the GHS by developing a national law based on the GHS. 
 
Jordan has an Information System for Chemicals that can be accessed 
by internet: http://www.hsms.jo. This internet site contains an archive 
of Material Safety Data Sheets of hazardous products in Jordan and 
information on banned and restricted chemicals. Legislation on 
chemicals is being planned in coordination with ministries concerned 
and in the context of Jordan’s integrated national chemicals programme 
(www.jcsw.moenv.gov.jo) This legislation will integrate currently 
existing chemicals systems in the country, and will be developed in two 
phases, a preparatory phase and an implementation phase. 
 
Kuwait implemented in 1987 a national monitoring system for 
chemicals. It has a national committee on pesticides and ozone 
depleting chemicals. This committee has been in service since 1990 and 
includes 16 concerned parties from ministries and NGOs, as well as a 
secretariat that is associated with the Ministry of Environment. Kuwait 
is planning executive legislation on chemicals management and has 
ratified all chemicals related agreements including the Basel, Montreal, 
Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions. Kuwait plans to implement a 
customs system for chemicals management which includes the 
cooperation of all relevant parties including importers. It is expected 
that the GHS will facilitate this effort. However challenges are foreseen 
as the number of chemicals transactions that can not be adequately 
controlled continues to increase. Also, unregulated storage of chemicals 
is seen as a problem. There also continues to be a general lack of 
awareness and resources in chemicals management.  
 
In Lebanon a number of ministries are involved in chemicals 
management. The Ministry of Agriculture deals with activities related 
to agricultural pesticides. Currently, pesticides are labelled according to 
the FAO and WHO criteria. Further, the Ministry of Environment deals 
with hazardous and industrial chemicals, the Ministry of Public Health 
is responsible for pesticides destined for domestic use and the Ministry 
of Energy and Water is responsible for the import of petroleum 
derivatives. Legal procedures exist for the control of agricultural 
pesticides, industrial chemicals, domestic pesticides, and PCBs. While 
there are several legal texts that cover chemicals management in 
Lebanon, enforcement of available legal instruments remains very weak 
due to the lack of human, technical and financial resources. Many 
laboratories, belonging to ministries, research institutes, universities or 
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the private sector, can be considered for management of chemicals in 
Lebanon. There is further need for awareness raising and financial 
support for capacity building efforts. 
 
In Libya, the Environment General Authority (EGA) is the only 
government body, as designated by the Libyan Law (Act No 15, 2005) 
that has the right to give permission for chemicals and pesticides and 
fertilizers to enter to the country. Further the EGA controls and 
manages chemical use in the country. Imports have to be approved by 
the Committee of the Environment and documentation and samples be 
presented. There remains some problems with illegal chemicals, for 
example, banned chemicals being found in the market place. However, 
there have been efforts to improve customs instructions and training.  
 
In order to ensure ecologically rational management of the chemicals, 
Morocco has made great efforts for the reinforcement of national 
capacities in particular in the field of risk evaluation, the management 
of chemicals in storage, elimination and/or management of out-of-date 
chemicals, and the residues of pesticides in food. For this purpose, there 
are currently existing standards relating to classification, packaging and 
labelling for informing users and workers about chemical hazards. Also, 
a number of activities are carried out to sensitize users and the general 
public to chemicals management including seminars, workshops and 
trainings, as well as publications and research on chemicals. It should 
be noted that Morocco established a national profile on the management 
of the chemicals which took into account the guidelines of the GHS. 
 
In Oman, the Department of Chemicals is the responsible authority for 
chemicals. This agency deals with the handling and management of 
chemicals, as well as chemical licensing and importation. The 
department is organised into two committees, one for policies and 
government issues, and one for technical co-operation. Oman has also 
developed a chemicals database. Oman participates in a number of 
treaties including the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions.  
 
The Palestinian National Authority has a section for environment, 
natural disasters, storage and transport. There are serious problems with 
the importation of chemicals. Palestine monitors all international 
conventions, though there is a general lack of awareness among the 
public. 
 
In Qatar, it is the role of the high commission to manage customs 
issues. This commission provides permits for imported cargo, even for 
transit. Qatar currently cooperates with other Gulf states in regards to a 
harmonised customs system, however there exist some problems with 
coordination. Customs officers are exposed to chemicals with unknown 
properties. 
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In Saudi Arabia there is currently a system in place to regulate import 
of chemicals and there are efforts to coordinate different chemicals 
conventions. Further, Saudi Arabia has a national program on chemical 
safety involving all related authorities. The rules and regulations are 
stipulated by general environmental regulations dealing with the waste 
of chemical substances. There are a number of industry measures to 
ensure chemical safety, in cooperation with the Ministry of Commerce 
and Trade. This Ministry deals with regulating chemical imports. 
Recently, a comprehensive survey of chemicals in the country was 
completed, and currently Saudi Arabia is working to complete a 
database on chemicals, including identification and characteristics of 
the chemicals. There is a need to increase awareness on chemicals in 
cases of emergency. 
 
Most chemicals imported into Sudan are pesticides and fertilizers. 
There is an existing law on chemicals, based on a lifecycle approach, 
and all activities related to chemicals are controlled by this law. There 
are some efforts currently being undertaken to raise awareness, in 
particular in relation to occupational health, and a number of NGOs are 
supporting this effort. Chemicals management in Sudan is managed by 
interministerial cooperation, including the involvement of ministries of 
health, labour, environment, industry, transport, interior affairs, energy 
and mining, animal resources and international affairs. 
 
Syria is currently cooperating with a network of five government 
ministries to establish a database on chemicals, including banned and 
permitted chemicals. A decree by the prime minister was developed 
which states that illegal chemicals will be shipped immediately away 
from the harbour. Syria has concluded a number of workshops for 
awareness raising for chemicals. One of the biggest challenges for Syria 
is the storage of chemicals. There is a national coordination committee 
on chemicals management and a national committee on hazardous 
waste management. Syria has set up a national committee to follow the 
Rotterdam convention but still needs to develop a national system on 
risk assessment, management and emergency response for major 
chemical spills. The country has initiated the Syrian Hazardous 
Information Management System (HIMS). 
 
The Government of Tunisia recognises the importance of chemicals 
management at all levels, and is concerned with the utmost degree of 
safety. The Ministry of Environment is responsible for the 
implementation of the Basel Convention and Montreal Protocol, among 
other chemicals agreements. Within the Ministry, the National 
Environmental Agency is responsible for environmental protection, 
including chemicals management, and provides technical supervision. 
The Ministry of Social Affairs provides the legal framework for 
chemicals management, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Water 
Resources manages and evaluates pesticides. Within the Ministry of 
Public Health, the Technical Committee on Chemical Products of the 
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National Agency for the Control of Health and Environmental Products 
evaluates the impact of chemical products on health and environment 
and makes recommendations on best practices and safe use of 
chemicals. Tunisia also has existing laws on the transport of hazardous 
goods. Tunisia is well placed to implement the GHS. 
 
The United Arab Emirates includes chemicals among its environmental 
issues of concern, including hazardous chemicals management. It works 
with regional bodies in the development of standards and specifications, 
and on coordination of positions with regard to regional and 
international chemicals agreements, including the Montreal, Stockholm, 
UNFCCC and Basel conventions. The Environmental Agency of Abu 
Dhabi also has a Chemical and Hazardous Materials Management 
System. This program regulates and controls the use and entry of 
Chemical and Hazardous Materials & Hazardous Wastes into the 
Emirate. This project aims to provide tools for building a cradle-to-
grave sound management system for chemicals and hazardous materials 
used in the Emirate. The benefits of this system include public access to 
relevant federal and local laws and regulations, a retrieval system for 
MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet), information for select chemicals, 
lists of regulated materials (chemicals, pesticides, wastes), and a 
database of imported chemical / radioactive material to the Emirate. 
 
Yemen is working to promote environmentally sound management of 
toxic chemicals and hazardous waste, in order to address concerns 
regarding human exposure to chemicals and associated health risks. 
There are a number of laws and regulations dealing with chemicals 
including the Environmental Protection Law No. 26 from 1995. Yemen 
only imports and uses, but does not produce chemicals. These 
chemicals are classified into sub-groups: fertilizers, pesticides, 
pharmaceutical components, raw industrial chemicals, metals and metal 
compound products, mineral fuel and petroleum, consumer use 
chemicals, chemicals for laboratories, chemical waste, and persistent 
organic pollutants. Yemen is also a signatory of a number of 
international chemicals conventions such as: Basel, Stockholm, 
Rotterdam Conventions and the Montreal Protocol. Yemen is yet to 
embark on any plan or program to implement the GHS but is in the 
process of undertaking a situation and gap analysis to review the current 
chemical management system as a whole. Several challenges exist to 
both chemicals management and GHS implementation. The greatest 
challenges for Yemen in chemicals management include low levels of 
awareness, limited education, lack of capacity among Government 
institutions, lack of cooperation among laboratories and stakeholders, 
and lack of expertise and finances. Further challenges specific to GHS 
implementation include: present regulations are confined to pesticides; 
controls on other chemicals are based on institutional measures, where 
various agencies deal with chemicals, but need further coordination; the 
majority of industry is small and medium size enterprises which lack 
capacity; and labelling awareness among stakeholders and users is low. 
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There are opportunities for GHS implementation, but the first step is to 
review the overall chemical management system. Yemen is seeking 
technical assistance from UNITAR. 

  
 

3.2  The Roles of Industry, Labour and Non-profit Civil Society Groups in GHS 
Implementation 

  
 Representatives from Industry, Labour and Non-profit Civil Society 

organizations were given the opportunity to present their views on the 
roles, perspectives and relevant activities of their respective groups to 
facilitate GHS implementation.  

  
 The representative from International Council of Chemical Associations 

(ICCA) presented on the implementation of the GHS from the industry 
perspective. He started by providing an overview of GHS 
implementation in selected countries around the world. For example, in 
the USA, GHS implementation is handled separately but with active 
coordination by government agencies covering the four sectors of 
industrial workplaces, agriculture, transport and consumer products. In 
the EU, implementation of the GHS will be aligned with the new 
legislation on the Registration, Authorisation and Evaluation of 
Chemicals (REACH), with an expected transition period for full 
implementation. Industry has a number of responsibilities in managing 
hazardous chemicals including classification through testing, preparing 
Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for hazardous chemicals, labelling according 
to hazard classification, packaging and transport according to hazard 
classification and to train the workforce. Further, there are a number of 
initiatives from industry to support sound management of chemicals. 
For example through programs such as Responsible Care and Global 
Product Stewardship, industry works toward hazard classification for 
risk management to promote occupational health and safety; 
classification of waste to support pollution prevention; and the 
communication of hazards down the value chain in order to promote 
product stewardship. Industry also engages in a number of capacity 
building efforts to raise awareness at the enterprise level, support 
international initiatives, share best practices and data, and support 
UNITAR capacity building on the GHS. 
 
A representative of Croplife International presented on the role of 
Croplife in chemicals management. Croplife International represents 
business and industries from agricultural chemicals and biotech 
products. Croplife recognises that the GHS provides new opportunities, 
but that the application of the system needs to be addressed by 
government, without undermining the existing system. He emphasised 
the importance of coordinating efforts at all levels, including between 
countries and industries, as well as among international organisations. 
He stressed the need for FAO to coordinate and adopt the GHS, but 
while continuing to use the safe-use pictograms to provide further 
information for users, especially farmers and other workers. He noted 
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that intellectual property rights also needed to be respected by the GHS, 
but that this would not be a problem because GHS stresses 
communicating the hazards of chemicals rather than composition.   
 
The representative from the Arab Network for Environment and 
Development (RAED) presented a statement on the role of public 
interest and labour organisations in supporting GHS implementation. He 
noted that NGOs play an especially important role in monitoring and 
awareness raising for the GHS. He informed participants that RAED has 
a legal status within Egypt and is actively involved in environmental 
affairs in the Arab region. The organisation was founded in order to 
support sustainable development and increase the quality of life of 
people in the region. It works to encourage understanding about
environmental issues and sets partnerships and cooperations. RAED is 
comprised of 17 representative NGOs from Arab countries, and is 
recognised by the Arab League, UNEP and UN ECOSOC. RAED’s 
scope of work currently includes chemicals management as it relates to 
climate change, desertification and water. Currently, there is a low level 
of awareness among members on the GHS, however one of the key roles 
of NGOs such as RAED is the education of the public through 
workshops and courses. He noted that GHS could also be included in the 
current scope of work of RAED, and that information on the GHS could 
be spread through publications.   
 
The representative of Consumers Association Lebanon, informed the 
workshop that there is still a low level of understanding about 
chemicals among the public and that many consumers are afraid of 
chemicals. She noted that in the workplace, industrial workers and 
farmers must deal with chemicals regularly. While it is the consumers 
responsibility to inform themselves of chemical hazards, it is the 
responsibility of governments to mandate that adequate information is 
provided to the public. Therefore, public interest groups must work to 
pressure government to improve chemical hazard communication 
regulations, for example through the GHS. Also, consumer groups can 
support capacity building for chemicals management through awareness 
raising, and promotion of human health and the environment. 
Consumers are an important stakeholder in the GHS implementation 
process and should be educated about chemical hazard communication. 
They should also be consulted as part of the GHS implementation 
process. Networks should be established to coordinate and 
communicate important information.  
 

  
3.3 Relevant Regional Institutions for GHS Implementation 

 
 The representative of the Arab League Secretariat informed the 

workshop of the Arab Council of Ministers’ three units dealing with the 
environment: the Executive Office in Charge of Environmental Affairs, 
the Joint Committee for Environment and Development in the Arab 
Region, and the Permanent Arab Committee for Climate Change.  
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Further, there are two working groups related to the environment, one 
dealing with follow-up related to the execution of international 
environmental agreements (or treaties) on desertification and 
biodiversity, and the other in charge of international environmental 
agreements (or treaties) related to waste and hazardous waste. For the 
second working group, its main work has been primarily related to the 
Basel Convention and the transport and disposal of hazardous waste 
beyond the territorial boundaries, as well as activities in the Rotterdam 
and Stockholm Conventions, and Montreal Protocol. Since its 
inception, this working group has achieved an exchange of expertise 
and knowledge amongst Arab countries, an exchange of information 
related to the implementation by Arab States of their obligations under 
international environmental agreements, an analysis of many aspects 
related to these IEAs, and coordination of Arab positions during the 
COPs in order to safeguard Arab interests. The working group will 
prepare, in cooperation with internationally concerned parties and 
UNEP, a regional Arab meeting on the execution of the regional Arab 
action plan to implement SAICM. The meeting is expected to take 
place the first quarter of 2007. The Arab states are making an effort to 
respond positively to the GHS, but success will mainly depend on the 
efforts of developed countries and donors. Further, achieving GHS 
implementation will depend mainly on making available the necessary 
financial and technical resources for the region. 
 
The representative from UNEP/ROWA presented the potential role of 
UNEP/ROWA in promoting GHS in Arab States through close 
cooperation with regional partners, including with the League of Arab 
States (LAS) and the Secretariat-General of Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). These organizations have specialized committees for Chemical 
Management, Customs and Trade in which ROWA is a partner and they 
are involved either directly or indirectly in chemical monitoring and 
control. Benefiting from this involvement, ROWA can include GHS in 
the mandate of these committees. Given ROWA’s regular involvement 
with environmental authorities in the region, the importance of 
implementing GHS can be brought to the attention of high-level 
officers.  ROWA can also provide the necessary policy and technical 
advisory services to assist countries in organizing national GHS 
workshops, as well as encourage them to include GHS in other related 
national and regional meetings and workshops. GHS can be further 
promoted by ROWA in its series of national meetings planned for 2007 
under the Green Customs Initiative where they will gather all chemical 
management stakeholders. In addition to the above, ROWA has gained 
good experience by assisting some countries in implementing projects 
on chemical management and waste. 
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4.     Workshop Conclusions and Recommendations 
  
4.1 General Conclusions 
  

Participants agreed that there are a number of benefits to national 
implementation of the GHS. General benefits include:  
 

• Protection of the environment and human health 
• Promotion of information exchange on chemicals 

management 
• Promotion of safe chemical use 
• Facilitation of international trade of chemicals 

 
Workshop participants agreed there are a number of incentives for 
countries to support and facilitate GHS implementation including: 
 

• Compliance with international systems and standards 
• Avoidance of confusion from different systems 
• Increased efficiency of relevant agencies for chemicals 

management 
• Increased public awareness of chemical hazards and risks 
• Improved safety measures and working conditions 
• Financial and profit gains 

 
Participants noted the importance of the GHS in industrial workplaces 
in order to improve worker health and safety, create more efficient 
production and to protect human health and the environment from 
unintentional release of chemicals into the environment. 
 
Participants agreed that the GHS is important in agriculture in order to 
improve the safety of agricultural workers and consumers. It could also 
lead to improvements in crop production and reduce costs to farmers.  
 
Participants noted that the GHS is used in the UN Recommendations on 
the Transport of Dangerous Goods (UNRTDG). The UNRTDG is a key 
component of transport safety as it facilitates the safe handling of 
chemicals that transit through communities and environments, as well 
as providing information to emergency responders. 
 
It was agreed that the GHS can support safety in consumer products by 
providing users of household chemicals with information on the 
dangers, handling, use and emergency response procedures of a 
hazardous chemical. 
 
Participants reiterated that GHS implementation at any level (national, 
regional, international) requires follow-up activities from government, 
public interest and labour organisations, and business and industry, 
from the relevant sectors of industrial workplaces, agriculture, transport 
and consumer products. 
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In general, participants agreed to: 
 

• Support the internationally agreed target date for implementing 
the GHS 

• Acknowledge the need for coordinating regionally and 
internationally for GHS implementation 

• Note the utility of GHS implementation in supporting other 
international chemicals agreements and conventions such as the 
Rotterdam Convention, Stockholm Convention, Basel 
Convention, Montreal Protocol, etc 

• Consider undertaking activities (and improve upon existing 
activities) to work toward GHS implementation 

• Acknowledge that the development of GHS should include the 
involvement of government, public interest and labour 
organisations, and business and industry groups in the sectors of 
industrial workplaces, agriculture, transport and consumer 
products 

• Identify and contact a wide range of donors and relevant 
international organisations (e.g. UN SCEGHS, UNITAR, ILO, 
UNEP, FAO), cooperation agencies and industry technical 
support groups to support national, sectoral and regional GHS 
implementation. However, efforts to implement the GHS should 
continue regardless of donor funding. 

 
4.2 Challenges and Obstacles to GHS Implementation 
  
 Participants noted the following overall challenges and obstacles to 

GHS implementation: 
 

• Lack of awareness at various levels 
• Inadequate infrastructure, including limited financial resources 
• Inadequate priority setting 
• Inadequate training and informational programs 
• Shortage/absence of technical resources (including human 

resources, labs, databases, guidelines, etc.) 
• Diversity of trade names, and challenges of Confidential 

Business Information 
• Language of labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) 
 

Specific to government, participants noted that challenges include: 
 

• Lack of coordination of administrative procedures among 
relevant national and regional relevant agencies 

• Lack of clear mandates for concerned Ministries 
• Inadequate or no enforcement 
• Absence of  emergency response plans 

 
Specific to public interest and labour, as well as business and industry, 
participants noted that challenges include:  
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• Limited number of active organizations (trade associations, 
labour unions, consumer groups) 

• Little influence on decision making in government  
• Lack of lobby for chemical safety 
• Financial cost of training and awareness raising 
• High level of illiteracy among users 
• Highly decentralized populations of chemical users, including 

SMEs. 
  
4.3 National Recommendations (including roles of stakeholders) 
  
 For government, participants agreed that involvement should include all 

relevant authorities related to chemicals safety and management. The 
authorities involved depend on the particular circumstances within the 
country, but could include the following relevant authorities: 
 

• Environment 
• Industry 
• Agriculture 
• Customs 
• Education 
• Finance 
• Consumer Affairs 
• Foreign Affairs 
• Health 
• Local Government 
• Manpower/Labour 
• Trade 
• Transportation 
• Petroleum, Electricity, Mining, Natural resources 
• Interior, Civil Defence, Police 
• Habitation, Housing and Urban Development 

 
Participants recommended the following activities for government to 
support national GHS implementation: 
 

• Adopting the GHS through:  
a) A national GHS implementation strategy; 
b) A synergistic chemicals management strategy that 
includes the GHS; or 
c) Incorporation of the GHS into existing chemicals 
management systems 

• Establishment of a national committee and a national focal point 
to implement GHS 

• Development of or updating a National Chemicals Profile 
• Maintenance of synergies with global conventions on chemicals 

management 
• Promotion of awareness raising, capacity building and training 

for the GHS 



Workshop Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication and GHS Implementation for Arab Countries 
Final Report 

20 

20

• Creation of partnerships with the public and private sector in 
decision making mechanisms for GHS implementation 

• Mandate that training materials, labels and SDSs need to be 
provided in the local language 

• Establishment of a national chemicals database and information 
networks, or make use of existing databases regionally or 
internationally 

• Establishment of accredited laboratories, or update existing 
laboratories, and establishment of a system of cooperation 
among laboratories within the region and internationally 
recognized laboratories  

• Development of emergency response systems for dealing with 
chemicals situations 

• Provision of tax benefits, such as priority importation for GHS 
compliant products 

• Specify of an incentive system for GHS implementation 
 
In implementing the GHS, it was decided that governments should take 
into consideration: 
 

• The use of the UN Recommendations for the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods for the transport sector 

• The incorporation of the GHS into the WHO and FAO codes 
and standards related to pesticide use 

• Necessary transition periods for GHS implementation, taking 
into consideration the needs of the sectors, as well as the 
situation among neighbouring countries and trading partners 

 
Specific to legislation, participants recommended that governments 
should: 
 

• Develop and enforce laws, regulations, and/or guidelines for 
GHS implementation 

• Revise, update and enforce existing legislations to comply with 
GHS.  

• Legally implement the GHS according to the national legal 
situation (one regulation covering all the  sectors or many 
regulations covering separate sectors) 

• Develop legislations through committees, councils, a 
coordination unit, etc., according to the national situation. 

 
Participants recommended the following roles for public interest and 
labour organisations to support national GHS implementation: 
 

• Engage in awareness-raising among relevant stakeholders, 
especially consumers and workers. 

• Lobby to implement the GHS and related chemical management 
approaches. 

• Improve working conditions and safety of workers by 



Workshop Conclusions and Recommendations 

Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication and GHS Implementation for Arab Countries 
Final Report 

21 

21

advocating for GHS implementation. 
 

Participants recommended the following roles for business and industry 
to support national GHS implementation: 
 

• Train labour groups, workers and experts on the GHS  
• Keep accurate records for GHS labels and SDSs (including 

trace-ability) 
• Raise awareness among workers by providing clear information 

and instructions on GHS, for example by providing control 
guidelines, posters, etc. 

• Provide financial support for all the activities mentioned above 
 
Participants noted that each sector has particular needs for GHS 
implementation, and that while the activities and responsibilities of the 
stakeholders for the GHS may be broadly similar, the target audiences 
within each sector are different. Therefore, awareness raising, training, 
and information sharing, should keep in mind the needs of the various 
groups associated with each sector. For example, farmers in the 
agricultural sector will have different needs from consumers, transport 
or factory workers. 

 
4.4 Regional Recommendations  
 
 Participants concluded that regional implementation of the GHS could 

benefit the region by: 
 

• Saving time, effort and costs in the implementation of GHS in 
individual countries 

• Increasing control of chemical substances 
• Protecting human health and the environment 
• Facilitating commerce and trade on a regional level 
• Providing access to information on a regional level 
• Supporting efforts to limit illegal trafficking of chemicals 
• Benefit from existing accredited laboratories 

 
For all sectors related to GHS implementation, regarding regional 
cooperation among governments, participants recommended the 
establishment of a Regional GHS Implementation Committee, 
including, establishment of working groups, by sector (industrial 
workplaces, agriculture, transport and consumer products). Further, 
participants supported identification of government focal points from 
each country for the working groups. This Committee with relevant 
working groups would develop an overall GHS implementation strategy 
for the region, as well as specific workplans for each of the sectors with 
information on responsible bodies, timelines, financial designations, 
etc.  
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For technical support and awareness raising of the GHS at the regional 
level, participants suggested to: 
 

• Hold workshops and training programs for the GHS on all 
levels, possibly as a basis for developing a GHS implementation 
strategy framework 

• Establish technical support system and guidelines for the region 
• Use networks, websites, publications and other communications 

media for promoting and raising awareness regarding the GHS 
• Develop a harmonized database and network of chemicals 

information, through the use of existing databases, 
internationally and regionally, or harmonize or unify existing 
databases in the region 

 
Participants also recommended whenever possible, coordination with 
existing regional institutes through the following recommendations:  
 

• There should be support from the Arab League for a regional 
GHS implementation strategy 

• The Arab Group for Following International Environmental 
Agreements Related to Hazardous Waste and Substances of the 
Arab League should be engaged in GHS implementation 

• Possibly engage the Basel regional center and promote the 
inclusion of all countries within the region 

• Possibly engage other regional bodies such as the Organisation 
of European-Mediterranean States 

 
For a regional strategy for GHS implementation, it was suggested that 
public interest groups could establish a regional network for NGOs to 
share information and develop training and awareness raising materials. 
 
For business and industry groups, participants recommended that 
regional industry associations integrate the GHS in their workplans. 
 
Specific to agriculture, participants concluded that the regional offices 
of international organizations relevant to agriculture, such as the FAO 
or WHO should be engaged. Further, participants supported the active 
involvement of regional public interest and/or industry groups for GHS 
implementation such as Croplife. 
 
For transport, participants supported the development of a network for 
information and data exchange, possibly using the UN 
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods which is the 
transport sector basis for the GHS. 
 
For industrial workplaces, participants supported the development of a 
common policy for dealing with chemicals in industrial settings in the 
region. Also, it was recommended that regional research centres and 
laboratories be utilized for GHS capacity building. 
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While civil society involvement is important in all sectors related to 
GHS implementation, participants suggested that in the consumer 
products sector, public interest groups could create a network or 
partnership for developing guidelines and training on GHS label 
elements relevant to consumers, and to work to integrate GHS 
educational materials into school textbooks. 

 
4.5 Other Recommendations 
 
 In addition to the conclusions and recommendations made by 

participants, throughout the workshop a number of additional issues and 
suggestions were raised. Particular to this workshop, a number of 
customs representatives identified links between the GHS and customs. 
They therefore encouraged that cooperation be enhanced between the 
UN SCEGHS and the World Customs Organisation to develop 
appropriate solutions addressing the issue of GHS and customs. 

  
4.5 Conclusions 
  
 Participants concluded that the workshop provided a valuable 

opportunity to reflect on experiences, discuss key issues and suggest 
concrete next steps in the area of chemical hazard communication and 
GHS implementation. The participants of the workshop represented 
diverse national experiences from a number of sectors related to GHS 
implementation. As the GHS is a relatively new topic to the region, 
most countries are only in the initial stages of GHS capacity building 
and implementation. However support and interest in the system was 
very high. Given limited regional resources, participants encouraged the 
international community to support efforts for GHS implementation in 
the region, including through the provision of financial and technical 
resources. Participants also supported the further development of 
networks and cooperation between countries and within existing 
regional organisations and infrastructures. Workshop participants 
agreed that a mechanism should be established to follow-up with the 
workshop recommendations. 
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Annex A: Workshop Agenda 
 

 
Monday, 30 October 2006 
 
10:00 – 11:00       Delegation Hall OR BACC 
Opening Session      

 
Moderator:  Dr. Tarek Eid  Egypt 
 
Welcome remarks by: 
 
• UNITAR, Mr. Burkhard Wagner 
• Arab League , Dr. Fatma El Malah 
• Dr. Salah Soliman 
• H.E. Adel Labib, Governor of Alexandria  
• H.E. Maged George , Ministry of Environment Affairs 
• Break  10 Min. 
• DVD presentation about Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Past, Present & Future 

 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

    
11:30 - 13.00      2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Session 1:  Introductory Presentations   
 

Moderator:  Dr. Tarek Eid  Egypt 
  

Session 1 provides a series of introductory presentations to familiarize participants with the 
GHS, its role in national chemicals management, and the methodology to facilitate 
development of National and Regional GHS Implementation Strategies. 

 
• Introduction to Session 
 
• The GHS: Overview Presentation 

Mr. Burkhard Wagner, Senior Special Fellow, UNITAR 
 
• Overview of UNITAR/ILO GHS Capacity Building Programme  

Ms. Cheryl Chang, UNITAR 
 
• Discussion 
 
• Summary of Session 

 
13:00-14:00 Lunch  
 
14:00 – 15:30      2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Session 2:  Status of GHS Implementation in Arab Countries 
 
Moderator:  Dr. Tarek Eid  Egypt 

 
Session 2 provides an opportunity for countries to present and discuss existing national 
chemical hazard classification and communication systems, and  the status of GHS 
implementation at the national level, including achievements made to date, challenges 
encountered, and identified needs for capacity building and technical support.  
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• Introduction to Session 

 
• Country statements/presentations (5-7 minutes per country) 

 
15:30 – 16:00  Coffee Break 
 
 
16:00 – 18:00 
• Discussion 

 
• Summary of Session 2 and Close of Day1 

 
Tuesday, 31 October 2006 

 
09:00 – 11:00      2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Session 3:  The Role of Business and Industry and Public Interest and Labour 

Organisations in GHS Implementation  
 
Moderator:   Mr. Emad Nahal – Lebanon. 
  

 Session 3 provides an opportunity for representatives of business and industry, and public 
interest and labour organisations to present the role, perspectives and relevant activities of 
their respective groups to facilitate GHS implementation. 

 
• Introduction to Session 
 
• Perspective of Industry 

 
• Perspective of Labour 

 
• Perspective of Public Interest 

 
• Discussion 
 
• Summary of Session 3 

 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
 
11.30 – 13:00        
Session 4:  Development of National GHS Implementation Strategies in Arab Countries 
(Working Groups)     
 
Moderator:  Dr. Saad Hassan  - Egypt 
 

Session 4 provides an opportunity for government, business and industry and public interest and 
labour participants to discuss GHS implementation issues and challenges from their particular 
perspectives. This may include consideration of existing capacities, gaps, and necessary action 
to ensure an effective contribution of all actors to national GHS implementation. 
 

Introduction to Session and  Introduction to Working Groups 
• Working Group (1)    2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
• Working Group (2)    3rd Floating Room , Main Building 
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13:00-14:00    Lunch 

 
14:00 – 15:30  
Working Groups Presentations Plenary and Discussion  
 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00: 18:00  

Moderator:  Mr. Hassan Mubarak - Bahrain  
 
Plenary session      2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Summary of Session 4 and Close of Day 2   

 
Wednesday, 1 November 2006 

 
09:00 – 11:00       2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Session 5:  Implementation of the GHS at the Regional Level 

 
Moderator:  Dr. Abdel Kareem Ibrahim - Jordan 

 
Session 5 focuses on facilitating a discussion and developing concrete recommendations towards 
implementing the GHS at the regional level.  Specific attention will be given to identifying 
specific actions needed within each sector and possible action through relevant bodies and 
networks of government, industry and non-profit civil society respectively.  

 
• Introduction to Session 
 
09:00 – 10:00  
 
• Regional Institutions relevant to the GHS 

Arab League Secretariat  
UNEP 

 
10:00 – 11:00  
 
• Introduction to Working Groups  
Session 5 Working Group general questions 

 
(A) Industrial Workplaces 
(B) Agriculture 
(C) Transport 
(D) Consumer Products 

 [Working Groups to take breaks as needed] 
 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
 
11:30 – 13:00       2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
 
Moderator:  Eng. Ibtesam El Refai – Kuwait   

 
• Presentation by Arab League   Dr. Shahira Hassan Wahbi  
• Working Group discussion (part 2) focusing on the roles of stockholders and development of 

a Regional strategy.      
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(A) Industrial Workplaces 
(B) Agriculture 
(C) Transport 
(D) Consumer Products 

 
13.00-14:00    Lunch 
 
14:00 – 16:00       2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
 
• Presentation of Working Groups in Plenary  
• Summary of Session 5 and Close of Day 3   
 
16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break 

 
16:30 – 18:00    
Bibliotheca Alexandrina tour and visit to 2 museums. 

 
Thursday, 2 November 2006 

 
09:00 – 11:00      2nd Floor Meeting Hall , BACC 
Session 6:  Workshop Conclusions and Follow-up Activities  

  
Moderator:  Dr. Mohamed El Zarka, Dr. Saad Hassan & Dr. Mousa Ibrahim  Mousa - Egypt 
   

In Session 6 the Secretariat will table the main observations and draft conclusions for 
discussion, amendment and possible adoption by participants. 

 
• Summary of Workshop Results 

 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
 
11:30 – 15:00 

• Discussion of National Follow-up Activities and Next Steps  
 
• Discussion of Regional Follow-up Activities and Next Steps 

 
• Summary of Session and Close of the Workshop  
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Annex B: List of Participants 
 

Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication & GHS 
Implementation For Arab Countries  

 
Alexandria , Egypt – 30 October – 02 November 2006 

 
GOVERNMENTS 
 
ALGERIA 
 
Ms. Naoual Lamrani 
Chemical Engineer 
Ministry of Energy and Mining 
Val d'Hydra 
Algérie 
Tel: (213) 488291 
Fax: (213) 488188 
Email: lamraninawel@yahoo.fr 
 
Ms. Fatiha Benddine 
Deputy Director 
Agricultural Ministry and Rural Development  
12 Bd colonel Amiroudie  
Algérie 
Tel: (213) 21746316 
Fax: (213) 21 42 93 49 
Email: fbenddine@hotmail.com 
 
BAHRAIN  
 
Mr. Khalid Abdul Rahman Al Jolodhar 
Customs Officer 
Directorate General of Customs 
P.O. Box 15  
MANAMA  
BAHRAIN 
Tel : (973) 17727171 
Mob. : (973) 39606602 
Fax : (973) 17727556 / 17796444 
Email : customs@batelco.com.bh 
 
Mr. Hassan Mubarak 
Environmental Inspector 
General Directorate of Environment & 
Wildlife Protection 
P. O. Box 32657 
Easa Town 
BAHRAIN 
Tel : (973) 39330233 
Fax : (973) 17410016 
Email : hassanm@environment.gov.bh 
Hassanm1@batelco.com.bh  

 
 
DJIBOUTI  
 
Ms. Bilan Hassan Ismael 
Economist 
Ministry of Environment 
B.P. 2091 
Plateau de Serpent 
DJIBOUTI 
Mob: (253) 86 98 86 
Fax: (253) 354837 
Email: bilanhassan@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr. Idriss Ismael Nour 
Ministry of Environment 
Technical Focal Point of the Rotterdam 
Convention  
B P 2091 
DJIBOUTI 
Tel: (253) 351020 
Fax: (253) 351618 / 354837 
Email:  distri_play@yahoo.fr 
 
EGYPT  
 
Dr. Tarek Eid Mohamed M. El Ruby  
Head of Coordination Unit for International 
Convention on Chemicals 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
30, Misr Helwan Elzyrale Rd. Maadi 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5260588 
Fax: (202) 5260588 
Email:  tarek_elruby@yahoo.com  
 
Prof. Saad Hassan   
Head of Reference  Laboratory  
Faculty of Science  
Ein Shams University  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Mob: (2) 012 2162766 
Tel: (202) 6822991 
Email: saadsmhassan@yahoo.com  
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Dr. Mousa Ibrahim Mousa  
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
30, Misr Helwan Elzyrale Rd. Maadi 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
 
Prof. Mohamed El Zarka  
EGYPT 
 
Mr. Abdul Hakim A. Abdul Ghany  
Head of chemistry Division   
Centeral Department of Tariffs & Economic 
Researches 
Egyptian Customs Administration  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Mob: (2010) 1541318 
Fax: (202) 03 4835195 
Email: abkim@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Talaat Abdel Hameed   
General Manager in chemical Treatment 
Ministry of Electricity  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5768250 
Fax: (202) 5778268 
 
Eng. Mohamed Mahmoud Salem 
Technical Expert 
Egyptian Chamber of Textile Industries 
(ECTI) 
1196 Cornish El Nil St.  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5774426 
Fax: (202) 5793289 
 
Ms. Salwa Hanafy Mahmoud  
Director in Tariff 
Centeral Department of Technology & 
Information  
Egyptian Customs Administration  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Mob: (2012) 3816957 
Fax: (202) 03 4804747 
 
Mr. Abdel Nasser Awad  
Deputy General Manager 
Chamber of Chemical Industries  
Cairo, EGYPT 
Mob: (202) 5797031 
Fax: (202) 5756117 
Email: aawad@fei.org.eg  

Dr. Monir M. Al Maz  
Centeral Agriculture pesticide Lab.  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Dokki  
Giza 
EGYPT 
Mob: (2) 0105255198 
Tel: (202) 7602209 
 
Chemst. Ghada Abdel Monem   
Supervisor of Environmental Dev. Dep  
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
West Delta Branch 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  ghada_am@yahoo.com  
 
Ms. Fadia Hassan Kotb  
Inspector  
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
30, Misr Helwan Elzyrale Rd. Maadi 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5256453 
Email:  fadia_2424@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Mohamed Hamdy 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
30, Misr Helwan Elzyrale Rd. Maadi 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5256452 
Email:  darra313@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Moataz M. Ebady   
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Alexandria Branch 
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  maotaz786@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Ahmed Shaaban El Sawy   
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Alexandria Branch 
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  ahmed_elsawy_2005@yahoo.com  
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Ms. Gihan Ramadan Mohamed 
Researcher    
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Alexandria Branch 
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  gihan_eeaa@hotmail.com  
 
Ms. Amel Abdel Monem Barakat 
Researcher    
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Alexandria Branch 
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  amel_barakat@yahoo.com  
 
Mrs. Hoda Aly Mousa 
Supervisor Researcher    
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
Alexandria Branch 
EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 3024477 
Email:  hali_eat@yahoo.com  
 
Ms. Somaia Kamel Shalash 
Senior  
Industrial Dev. Authority  
6 Khalil Agha St. Garden City 
Cairo 
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 7940678 
Fax : (202) 7944984 
 
JORDAN  
 
Ms. Hajar Majar 
Technician (Chemical Engineer)  
Ministry of Environment  
besides Annrah Hotel/Om Othienah 
AMMAN 
JORDAN 
Mob: (962) 777 355 001  
Fax: (962) 5560288 
Email:  hajarma2004@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Abdul Kareem Ibrahim 
Director of costoms laboratories  
AMMAN 
JORDAN 
Mob: (962) 795383484  
Fax: (962) 64743734 
Email:  abdmoghrabi@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

KUWAIT  
 
Eng. Ebtisam ElRefai 
Head of Chemical Section 
Environment Public Authority 
P.O. 24395, Safat 
Kuwait 13104 
KUWAIT 
Tel: (965) 974 1795 
Fax: (962) 982 1284  
Email:  Bayadr@maktoob.com  
 
Eng. Lamia Al Jorephani 
Chemical Engineer 
Environment Public Authority 
P.O. 24395, Safat 
Kuwait 13104 
KUWAIT 
Tel: (965) 48 21 284 
Mob. : (965) 7135151 
Fax: (962) 48 21 284  
Email:  Ljorephani@yahoo.com  
 
Dr. Samia Salim Al Tubaikh 
PHD Public Heath science  
Head vector control Div.  
Monistry of Health 
P.O. 64649, Shuwaikh-B 
Kuwait 70457 
KUWAIT 
Tel: (965) 4818220 
Mob. : (965) 9046873 
Fax: (962) 4840354  
Email: samia14@yahoo.com 
 
LEBANON 
 
Mr. Imad Nahhal 
Plant Protection Officer-DNA-Pesticides for 
Rotterdam Convention 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Beir Hassan-Embassies Street-First Floor R-
107, BEIRUT  
LEBANON 
Tel: (961) 1-849639 
Fax: (961) 1-849627 
Email:  imadn@terra.net.lb  
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LIBYA  
 
Mr. Yousef Arebi Dougha 
Head of Prevention and Environmental Health 
Environmental General Authority 
Tripoli 
LIBYA 
Tel: (218) 913111864 
Email:  dougha57@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Sobhi Edali 
Manager of Technical Cooperation 
Department 
Environmental General Authority 
Tripoli 
LIBYA  
Tel: (218) 91 3707956 
Fax: (218) 214870266 
Email:  sobhiedali@yahoo.com 
          
MOROCCO  
 
Mr. Rachid Loulidi 
Engineer 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Rabat  
MOROCCO 
Tel: (212) 37 66 9632 
Fax: (212) 37 66 9655 
Email:  loulidi@mcinet.gov.ma 
 
OMAN 
 
Mr. Badar Al Hashmi 
Environmental Technician 
Ministry of Regional Municipalities 
Environment & Water Resources 
P.O.Box: 323, P.C: 113 
Muscat  
OMAN 
Tel: (968) 24692550 
Fax: (968) 24692462  
Email:  dgea@mrmewr.gov.om 
 
Mr. Salim Al Mamari 
Environmental Inspector 
Ministry of Regional Municipalities 
Environment & Water Resources 
P.O.Box: 323, P.C: 113 
Muscat  
OMAN 
Tel: (968) 24692550 
Fax: (968) 24692462  
Email:  dgea@mrmewr.gov.om 
 

PALESTINE  
 
Mr. Naser Albhaisi 
Director of Chemical Substances and 
Emergency Response 
Palestinian Environment Quality Authority 
El nasser-El thawra Str. 
Gaza  
PALESTINE  
Tel: (970) 847208 
Mob. : (970) 284820 
Fax: (972) 82847198  
Email:  nalbhaisi@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Loai Salamah 
Director of Chemical Substances and 
Emergency response - West Bank 
Palestinian Environment Quality Authority 
El nasser-El thawra Str. 
Gaza  
PALESTINE  
Tel: (970) 847208 
Mob. : (970) 599254150 
Fax: (970) 82847198 
Email : Lsallamah@yahoo.com  
 
QATAR 
 
Mr. Abdul Al Mahmoud  
Chemical Researcher 
Customs General Administration 
C-Ring Road 
Doha 
QATAR 
Tel: (974) 5504514 / 4457457 
Fax: (974) 441-5246  
Email: aal.oo@hotmail.com 
 
SAUDI ARABIA  
 
Mr. Suliman Alzaben  
D.G of Chemical Safety and Hazardous Waste 
P.O Box 9257 
Jeddah 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Tel: (966) 555 61 35 74 
Fax: (966) 2 6515573  
Email: smz2002@hotmail.com 
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Mr. Wail  Kateb  
Executive Director of Chemical Department 
Jeddah 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Tel: (966) 559080888 
Fax: (966) 2 622 61 60  
Email: wkateb@gmail.com 
 
SUDAN 
 
Ms. Hala Mohammed Elbakrie  
Police LT/Colonel 
Customs General Administration 
Khartoum 
SUDAN 
Tel: (249) 9 12645594 
Fax: (249) 1 83781940  
Email: halaleena@yahoo.com 
 
 
Ms. Rehab Abdal Mageed Osman  
Researcher 
Higher Council for Environment and Natural 
Resources 
Khartoum 
SUDAN 
Tel: (249) 1 83 784279 
Fax: (249) 1 83 787617  
Email: hcener@sudanmail.com 
 
SYRIA 
 
Mr. Farouk Aleter  
General Commission of Environmental Affairs 
Mzraa-Damascus, P. O. Box 3773 
Damascus 
SYRIA 
Tel: (963) 11 444 3729 
Fax: (963) 11 444 3729  
Email: fa.aleter@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Said Alnafous 
Director of Directorate for Environmental 
Affairs 
Aleppo-Aljaberia 
Aleppo 
SYRIA 
Tel: (963) 21 4658920 
Fax: (963) 21 4651299  
Email: envir.alp@net.sy 
 
 
 
 
 

TUNISIA  
 
Ms. Amel Akremi  
Head of Service 
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 
Development 
Centre Urbain Nord, Rue de la Terre, 1080 
Tunis 
TUNISIA 
Tel: (216) 70 728 644 
Fax: (216) 70 728 655 
Email: akremi_amel@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Hamadi Dekhil  
Director of Environmental Control Products 
Ministry of Health 
37, Ave. Taib Mhiri, 1002, Tunis 
Tunis 
TUNISIA 
Tel: (216) 71 790 283 
Fax: (216) 71 789 233 
Email: hamadi.dekhil@rns.tn 
 
 
UNITED ARAB OF EMARITES  
 
Mr. Sultan Al-Mehairi  
Administrative Assistant - International 
Relations 
Federal Customs Authority 
P.O. Box 111333 
Dubai 
UAE 
Tel: (971) 4 2117767 
Fax: (971) 4 2956446 
Email:  smeshar@customs.ae 
 
UNION DES COMOROS 
 
Mr. Mohamed Ahamada Charaff Dine 
Technical Advisor 
Ministry of Agriculture  
BP 41  
Moroni  
UNION DES COMOROS  
Tel: (269) 75 00 01 
Fax: (269) 75 00 03  
Email: ambadi_issouf@yahoo.fr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annex B 

 

Regional Workshop on Chemical Hazard Communication and GHS Implementation for Arab Countries 
Final Report 

34 

34

Mr. Abdou Islam Mohamed  
Head of Laboratory  
Ministry of Health  
Moroni  
UNION DES COMOROS  
Tel: (269) 342503 
Fax: (269) 750038  
 
YEMEN  
 
Dr. Shoki Al Dobal 
Director of Pesticide Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
General Directorate of Plant Protection - MAI, 
Shoup St. P.O Box :26 
Sana'a 
YEMEN 
Tel: (967) 1 235193/ 250956 
Fax: (967) 1 235193 / 228064 
Email: shoki2@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Helal Al-riashi 
Deputy D. G. of Environmental Monitoring & 
Assessment Department 
Ministry of Water & Environment 
Environmental Protection Authority, (EPA) 
P. O. Box 19719 -  Sana'a 
YEMEN 
Tel: (967) 1 202019 
Fax: (967) 1 202019 
Email: Helal62@maktoob.com 
 
INTERNATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 
 
UNITAR 
 
Mr. Burhard Wagner 
Senior Special Fellow 
UNITAR 
Palais des Nations, 1211-CH Geneva 10 
Geneva 
Switzerland 
Email: bo.wagner@t-online.de 
 
Ms. Cheryl Chang 
Fellow 
UNITAR 
Palais des Nations, 1211-CH Geneva 10 
Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: (41) 22 917 83 94 
Fax: (41) 22 917 80 47 
Email: Cheryl.chang@unitar.org 
 
 

UNEP 
 
Dr. Abdullah Al- Wadaee (NF) 
ODS Regional Network Coordinator 
Compliance Assistance Programme (CAP) 
UNEP 
P.O Box: 10880,  
Manama  
Bahrain 
Tel: (973)  17812760 
Fax : (973) 17825110 
Email: abdiulelah.alwadaee@unep.org.bh 
 
NON GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS  
 
Day Hospital Institute for Rehabilitation & 
Development and Arab Network for 
Environment & Development “RAED” 
 
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Salam El- Banna 
Chairman of the Board Director of the Arab 
HUB for IPEP Project 
Helwan St. Neaqr Masaken Abi ElRich 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
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Fax: (202) 3650429 
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Consumer’s Lebanon 
 
Mrs. Nada Nehme 
Agriculture engineer 
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BEIRUT  
LEBANON 
Tel: (961) 1785428 
Mob. : (961) 3846778 
Fax: (961) 1785427 
Email:  nadanehme530@hotmail.com  
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BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIES GROUPS 
 
Crop Life Africa Middle East 
 
Mr. Ali Mohamed Ali  
Regional Coordinator  
Crop Life Africa Middle East 
P.O.Box 961810, Sport City 11196 
AMMAN 
JORDAN 
Tel: (962) 6-5523039 
Fax: (962) 6-5530544 
Email:  ali-croplife@nets.com.jo 
 
Federation of Egyptian Industries   
 
Mr. Adel Mohamed Taha  
Chemical Sector Coordinator 
Fedration of Egyptian Industries   
1195 Cornish El Nil  
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 5768870 
Fax: (202) 5751779 
Email: Aataha@eco-fei.net 
 
ICCA 
 
Mr. Fred Goede  
Sasol Limited Sasol Limited 
Baker Square West, 33 Baker Street, 
Rosebank 2196 
Johannesburg 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel: (27) 11-344-0145 
Fax: (27) 11-522-1298  
Email: fred.goede@sasol.com 
 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  
 
League of Arab States  
 
Dr. Fatma El Malah  
Director - Dep. of Environment , Housing  and 
Sustainable Development   
League of Arab States  
P.O. Box: 11642 
Tahrir Sq. 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 575 0511 
Fax: (202) 574 0331 
 
 

 
Mrs. Shahira Hassan Wahbi   
Chef of the Division of Resources and 
Investment - Dep. of Environment, Housing 
and Sustainable Development  
League of Arab States  
P.O. Box: 11642 
Tahrir Sq. 
Cairo  
EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 575 0511 
Fax: (202) 574 0331 
 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina  
 
Dr. Salah Soliman  
Prof. of Pesticide Chemistry & Toxicology  
Special Advisor 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina  
Alexandria, EGYPT 
Tel: (203) 4839999 Ex.  1094 
Mob. (2) 10 1776987 
Fax: (203) 4820470 
Email: salah.soliman@bibalex.org 
 
Ms. Riham Abdel Hamid 
Specialist  
Bibliotheca Alexandrina  
Alexandria, EGYPT 
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OPENING SESSION SPEAKERS 
 
Mr. Burkhard Wagner, Senior Special 
Fellow, UNITAR  
 
Dr. Salah Soliman, Professor of Pesticide 
Chemistry and Toxicology and Special 
Advisor, Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
 
Dr. Fatma El Malah, Director - Department 
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Development, League of Arab States  
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Annex C: List of Acronyms 
 
 
COP Conference of the Parties 
ECOSOC United Nations Economic and Social Council 
EEAA Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GHS Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of 

Chemicals 
GTZ German Agency for Technical Cooperation 
ICCA International Council of Chemical Associations 
ICSC international chemical safety card 
IEA International Environmental Agreement 
IFCS Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety 
ILO International Labour Organization 
IOMC Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals 
IPCS International Programme on Chemical Safety 
ISO International Organization for Standardization 
LAS League of Arab States 
NGO Non-governmental organization 
NIP National Implementation Plan 
PCB Polychlorinated biphenyls 
PIC Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 

Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade 
POPs Persistent Organic Pollutants 
SAICM Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management 
SCEGHS United Nations Sub-committee of Experts on the GHS 
SCETDG United Nations Sub-committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous 

Goods 
SDS safety data sheet 
SME Small and medium sized enterprise 
UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
UNEP-ROWA United Nations Environment Programme- Regional Office for West Asia 
UNITAR United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
UNRTDG United Nations Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
WHO World Health Organization 
WSSD World Summit on Sustainable Development 
WTO World Trade Organization 
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The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) was established in 1965 as an 
autonomous body within the United Nations with the purpose of enhancing the effectiveness of the 
United Nations through appropriate training and research. UNITAR is governed by a Board of 
Trustees and is headed by an Executive Director. The Institute is supported by voluntary 
contributions from governments, intergovernmental organizations, foundations and other non-
governmental sources. 
 
Since 1 July 1993, pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 47/227, UNITAR Headquarters have 
been transferred to Geneva. UNITAR has the following functions: 
 
• To ensure liaison with organizations and agencies of the United Nations and with permanent 

missions accredited in Geneva, New York and other cities hosting United Nations Institutions and 
to establish and strengthen cooperation with faculties and academic institutions. 

 
• To conduct training programmes in multilateral diplomacy and international cooperation for 

diplomats accredited in Geneva and the national officials, involved in work related to United 
Nations activities. 

 
• To carry out a wide range of training programmes in the field of social and economic 

development which include: 
 

a. Training Programme in Multilateral Diplomacy, Negotiations and Conflict Resolution; 
 

b. Environmental and Natural Resource Management Training Programmes; 
 

c. Training Programme on Debt and Financial Management with special emphasis on the Legal 
Aspects; 

 
d. Training Programme on Disaster Control; 

 
e. Training Programme on Peace-Keeping, Peace-Making, and Peace-Building. 

 
 
 
 

Street Address: 
11-13 chemin des 
Anémones 
1219 Châtelaine 
Geneva 
SWITZERLAND 

Postal Address: 
UNITAR 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 GENEVA 10 
SWITZERLAND 

Tel.: +41 22 917 1234 
Fax: +41 22 917 8047 
Website: www.unitar.org 

 


